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PREFERENTIAL  DUTIES. 

A  COUNCIL   OF  THE   EMPIRE. 

THE  STATE  OF  THE  NAVV. 


ADDRESS 


LORD  BRASSEY,  G.CB. 


GUEST  OF  THE 

MONTREAL   HARBOUR  COMMISSIONERS. 

MOUNT  ROYAL  CLUB. 

17»b  AUGUST. 


'• '  I  I .  < 


•;  ••  .'.  •  • 


1910    . 


Ktpriniti  from  "  Th«'  MoNmiu.  DAav  Srii." 


•   •       *     •      •  •    •      • 


•  «  * 

•  ■ 


••  •  ; 
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-pARIFFS  and  .he  NAVY  formed  ,h.  chief  topic,  touched 
■I  o„  by  LORD  BRASSEY  to-day  in  a  speech  a,  .he 
Mou„.  Royal  Club,  on  «,e  occasion  of  a  luHiheon  tendered 
h.m  by  Mr.  C.  W.  Su,hens,  President  of  .he  Harbour 
Commissioners  at  Montreal. 

Lord  Brassey  said  : 

"I  have  no  words  in  which  adequately  .o  express  my 
»Pprec,afo„  of  .he  wHcome  which  I  am  receiving  to^y 
under  ,h.  kmdly  auspices  of  the  Harbour  Commissioner,  of 
th.s  noble  port.  Her.  in  Montreal  I  feel  no  stranger.  I  am 
proud  to  see  my  father's  nam.  .ngrav.d  on  U.e  entrance  to 
your  V,c.or.a  Bridge.  ,  recall  th.  congress  of  ,h.  Chamb.r, 
of  Commerc.  of  the  Empi,.  held  in  .hi,  ci.y  in  ,«,,  over 
wl..ch  .  had  «,.  honour  .o  preside.      The  success  7'^l 

fTrnl"'  M  '"  ""™  "'""'"■'  "''"'^  '"^  •"  Canadian 
fnends,    Mo«  .spec,ally  I  am  bound  u,  menUon  that  grand 

old  man  Lord  Stra.hcona,  who  crossed  the  Atlantic  to  give 
dlli^erl^or     «'-«*'— o—nallL 

«„i,'i7°1r^  '  ^°  ""-  """  '"  '^""^  '■"  »  "Presentativ. 
pos«,on.  In  a  more  private  station  I  am  glad  to  have  the 
oppo«un,ty  of  expressing  the  admiration  and  the  aff«=,ion  of 
the  Old  Country  for  ,h.  Canadian  .-^ople.    In  .he  lus.y  vigor 
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of  youth  you  might  have  ,r»^^  e 

-ou,-.  or  ,,    tout   C     :  7'"""""-     '^o-  "-  "" 

™res,ric.ed  power.  Of  self  sovernmen       Vo"  h  ""^^ 

Empire.  '  ""  '"PP""  °f  ">e   United 

"  '*"'■  ""w  1  am  about  to  tread  «„  hi.    . 
will  b.  scrupulously  fair      a     ,  ""*""'  S™""*     ' 

ference  and  subsidies  o  teall"  "^""  '"  """'^"^  "- 
"s  "View  the  proves  of  r.""'"""""S''<'P'«.  «- 
elapsed.    Preferrrhasb  .   '"  ""  '°'"""  "'■'"'  *- 

M.cHamber,air:itrair::tni:r:r"""^^ 

attractive  and  comm^nH-  belongs  to  his 

-esitation.  Tbe~ce:f tb^r,"!'  "^  ""'  «-  '^ 
"nder  many  aspects  In  tb.  ^In  ""^'  •"'" "'  "''^^ 
owner  and'tboL  1 J^    J,"  ''^°7'^  "  ~  'He  -and. 

.0  meet  foreign  competit  Tb  JTb^r  ""r"  ''  """ 

whelming  majority  in  tbe  Citv  of  ,      T     ''''°"  "'""  ■""'• 

our  «sc.U  policy  alLms'be^L.^r:et?  '"'"'"  "' 
•he  masses  who  are  cons,.™         .  "''"  ""ions  and 

elecuon  opinionr^reZr^  rHr  d^f'  "-  '"' 
.o  .ari.  reform  in  Ireland.  a^Hst  lUn'^^^^'art^r' 

-er  protection.  SHtain  h^^ol- bTuTderfrtnlr 


Our  exports   of  manufactures  oer  h^«H    ,f  *u 

double  those  of  Germany     tZ^.Zu  "  "^P"'"*"" 

many.    The  trade  of  this  year  is  a  record 

common  tariff  were  keenlv  f.if  •     a  ..  t.amingr  a 

man,  an  aU-ni,.,  .UtU,;:.'!  1  tariff  7"'",  '"^'  """ 

difficulty  must  be  c,nerie„„d  f.     ■'*"*^"'-    A  jet  greater 
Empire.  '^P«'"«d  frammg  a  tariff  for  the  whole 

ment  will  co^e  t  ."e  "Z"'  ,"'""''""''' °'°'"^"'- 

Be.i,e.t:rrr:L::rr-a:.^^^^ 

wii. .« c,o.erraX  rdittrs  tir-"^ 

commonsense  which  is  tL  "eimerate   with    that   same 

people     Allthr-  i^     ^'"^'   ^*""'^  °f  the  British 

people.     All  that  IS  possible  will  be  done. 


"  It  may  be  found  that  a  reversal  of  our  fiscal  policy  is 
neither  possible  nor  desirable.  Something  may  be  done  to 
gratify  sentiment.  I  may  cite  a-,  an  example  the  lowering  of 
duties  of  wines  from  Australia  and  the  Cape. 

"  Pending  a  conference  on  tariffs  let  us  lose  no  oppor- 
tunity of  helping  one  another  by  every  possible  means.  Swift 
communication  is  a  bond  of  Empire.  If  more  liners  are 
needed  and  higher  subsidies  are  demanded,  let  the  charge  for 
subsidies  be  shared  in  with  no  grudging  spirit  by  the  Mother 
Land.  Let  us  do  all  we  can  to  help  one  another  in  difficulties. 
Let  us  freely  consult  on  Imperial  policy. 

•*  Having  already  the  essential  bond  of  a  resolve,  a  firm 
resolve,  to  stand  together,  come  whatever  may.  it  is  doubtful 
wisdom   to   hurry  forward  organic  change.       It   has   been 
suggested  that  a  Council    of  the  Empire  might  be  evolved 
out  of  the  Privy  Council.     If  constituted,   who  would  be  its 
members,  what  would  be  its  duties,   what  its  powers  ?    The 
Council  must   be   in  a   position   analagous  to   that  of  the 
Committee  on  Foreign  affairs  of  the  Senate  of  the  United 
States.     It  must  also  deal  with  defence.     To  take  from  the 
House  of  Commons,  which  has  to  make  all  the  necessary 
hnancal  provision,  the  control  it  at  present  exercises  over 
foreign  policy  and  defensive  preparations,  is  a  change  of 
vast  importance,  and  one  to  which  consent  cannot  readily  be 
given.     Changes  must  evidently  be  the  work  of  time-perhaps 
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the  sequel  to  some  plan  of  devolution  in  relation  to  local 
affairs.     Meanwhile  we  are  moving  in  the  right  direction. 
We  have  an  Imperial  conference  at  frequent  intervals.     Less 
formal  consultations  are  always  taking  place.     The  Agents- 
General  are   more  and   more    consulted   by   Premiers  and 
Secretaries  of  State.     They  defer  to  colonial  advice  on  colonial 
questions.     It  devolves  especially  on  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  the  Colonies  to  keep  in  touch  with  the  representatives  of 
the  allied  states  beyond  the  seas.     He  conveys  their  views  to 
the  Cabinet.     No  Minister  has  been  more  in  touch  with  these 
States  than  Lord  Crewe.     When  he  entered  upon  his  present 
office  he  made  it  his  duty  to  confer  fully  and  personally  v.ith 
all  the  representatives  of  the  Colonies.     I  have  reason  to 
know  that   these  interviews    produced  a  most  favourable 
impression.     We  seem  already  to  have  created  a  Standing 
Council  of  the  Empire. 

"  Turning  to  the  Navy,  I  am  on  ground  on  which  no 
difference  of  opinion  can  arise.  As  a  former  Secretary  of  the 
Admiralty  and  founder  and  first  editor  of  the  Naval  Annual, 
I  am  happy  to  be  able  to  give  the  assurance  that  as  we  stand 
to-day  we  are  fully  up  to  the  two-power  standard. 

"The  comparative  tables  in  this  Aaval  Annual  (or  1910, 
shew  the  relative  strength  in  the  several  classes. 

"  In  the  number  of  ships  building,  and  in  appropriation 
to  construction,  we  are  below  the  two-power  standard.  We 
are  pushing  forward. 


Amount  voted  for  new  construction,  1909  :_. 
Great  Britain,     .    .     ;^,o,2s6.  ,94. 
Germany,       -     . 
United  States,    - 


1910 : — 

Great  Britain,  - 

Germany,       -  - 

United  States,  ■ 


£^0,7  SI, 4^5. 

;^I  0,000,000. 


;^I3. 279.830- 

;^l  1,921, 195. 
£  6,222,100. 

"  If  we  look  to  the  total  naval  expenditure  it  will  be  seen 
how  large  is  the  relative  appropriation  to  construction  io 
Germany  as  compared  with  Great  Britain. 
Total  Naval  expenditure,  1910 : 

Great  Britain,     -    .    ^>,6oj,7oo. 
Germany,       .    .    .    ;^2i.247,s8a 

Let  it  not  be  assumed  that  expenditures  under  the  British 
Admiralty  are  misapplied. 

••  Efficiency  in  the  Navy  depends  not  alone  on  ships.  In 
noother  country  is  Naval  training  given  on  the  scale  to  which 
•t  has  been  carried  in  the  British  Navy.  No  Navy  compares 
with  our  own  in  the  number  of  ships  permanently  in  com- 
m..s^n.  No  Navy  compares  with  our  own  in  the  naval  forces 
mobilized  for  man«uvres.  Nor  let  us  fail  to  take  account  of 
the  latent  Reserves  for  the  reinforcement  of  the  Navy  which 
we  possess  in  the  states  beyond  the  seas.  They  are  reviewed 
in  an  interesting  chapter  in  the  ATavai  A nnuai  (or  19,0. 
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"The  Aare  which  the  patriotism  of  Brilirt  subjects  has 
moved  then,  to  talc.  i„  the  „„„.  reinforcement  of  ,11" 
■s  an  ,mm«,s.  addiUon  to  the  Imperial  strength.  There  will 
a1',  '  added  .0  the  Nav,  .„„  Dreadnought  cruiserl  t 
Au«ral,a,  and  now  in  Canada,  you  are  makinsr  a  beginning 
.n  the  establishment  of  a  local  naval  force. 

;•  The  significance  of  the  new  Naval  policy  in  the  outer 

toT  7    7^'I "  "'"«^~"<^     •»  »  chapter  contributed 
to  the  Jfa«U   An.ual   for    ,„o.    on    colonial    resources 
Commander  Robinson  truly  says  : 

which  .°r^  ""  '""•'~".°'"»  """••  «  -ay  picture  a  fleet  in 
which  .re  represenutlve  ship,  from  Australia,  New  Zealand 
P«aps  South  Africa,  a.  well  as  from  the  Old  Co!n  ^t' 
««.  partly  Imperial  and  partly  Dominion  owned,  but  Z^th 

or  ,rZ;r'  r"^'»'™-  -"  <>«  Oa^  =  a  neet  of  eight 
or  ten  battle-sh.ps  with  their  auxiliaries,  which  would  make 
P«.o*ca  lv,sit,  to  the  ports  of  each  portion  of  the  Empi 
repr«.„  ed  ,n  ,t,  composition.     There  is  no  reason  why  such 

ye,     ifT  d"°"°""  '"""  """^  ""'-^  "■'  "'«  '■-'  "  «•• 
years  If  the  Dominions  were  willing  that  it  should." 

"In  reviewing  our  Naval  strength,  let  us  not  omi,  the 
m«es.  which  the  King  is  showing  i„  the  nobic  service  in 
which  he  wa.  reared,  and  to  which  he  is  warmly  attached. 
II  IS  an  inspiration  to  the  Nsivy. 


"  In  conclusion,  all  we  here  are  one  in  heart  for  Imperial 
Unity.  Of  all  the  bonds  the  strongest  are  those  of  racial 
sympathies— those  social  bonds  which  coming  here  to-day  as 
your  grateful  guest  I  do  most  deeply  feel.  One  flag  covers 
us  beneath  its  ample  folds.  Allegiance  to  one  Throne  unites 
us.  Nowhere  is  loyalty  more  hue  than  in  your  warm 
Canadian  hearts." 


'i 
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CLASSIFIED   LIST 


SHIPS  OF 


GREAT  BRITAIN. 


UNITED  STATES  and  GERMANY. 


It 


I. 


BATTLE 

SHIPS. 

Great  Britain 

- 

Ships. 

39 

Tons. 

668,860 

Sh 

pa  Projected 

4 

United  States 

- 

24 

401,430 

2 

Germany 

- 

28 

450,200 

t  • 

OLDER  BAHLE  SHIPS. 


Great  Britain 
United  States 
Germanv 


Ships.  Toa!<. 

23  326,000 

9  100,007 

9  94,366 


t 


The  Britisli  pre-Dreadnought  ships  are  a  powerful  fight- 
ing force.  All  are  armed  with  13  inch  guns.  In  secondary 
armament  they  are  superior  to  some  later  types.  The 
Lord  Nelson  and  Agamemnon  carry  four  12  inch  and  ten  9.1 
inch  guns.  The  eight  ships  of  the  King  Edward  type  carry 
four  12  inch,  four  9.2  inch  and  ten  6  inch  guns. 


\ 
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CRUISERS 
First  Class 

Ship«  Ton» 

nm^-  ,.  -        -        58        670,000 

(InUud.nff  ,wo  Dreadnought  Cru.sers  for  Australia  .nd  Now  Zealand.) 


Great  Britain 


Germany 

Second  Class 

15 
13 

186,695 
152.845 

Great  Britain 
United  States 
Germany 

Tbird  Class 

Ships 

84 
3 
6 

Ton* 

201,060 
20.620 
34.246 

Great  Britain 
United  States 
Germany  - 

•               ^              ^ 

Ship. 

34 
14 
32 

Ton* 

109;485 
48.799 
98.460 

TORPEDO  FLOTILLAS 

Great  Britain     United  States  Germany 

Detroyr.             .            m                   «  u. 

Torpedo  Boats        -             ue                     28  70 

Sabnarlae  Boats    .             m                    gg  j4 

»3 


OHWAN    NAVAL    POUCV. 

Crmany  is  puling  forward  N.val  construction,  and  w. 
German  Naval  preparations  are  not  called  for.     We  know 

::a7o7Grr:::r- ^""""-''■"^'-«'''-'--- 

v.ew«l  „„h  the  deepest  concern  by  patriotic  statesmen. 

The  passage  below  is  takei  fron,  the  Memoirs  of  Prince 
Hohen  oh,  ,3.,,,      ,„,,.,.    ^,„„^  ,__  _         ^^  ^^n 

gives  the  reasons  why  m  that  revolutionary  period  discontent 
in  Germany  was  universal. 

"  '^"'  «"»  ""«  -eason  of  which  every  thinking  German 
was  pamfully  aware.  ,.  was  tb.  impotence  of  Gerl^! 
among  other  States.  V„  on.  could  deny  that  i,  was  ,^Z 
a  thmkmg  energetic  man  to  be  unable  to  say  abroad,  " .  .1  ^ 
German,  not  to  be  able  fo  pride  himself  that  the  GermanTa^ 
w^  Oymg  from  his  vessel,  to  have  no  Germ«,  Consul  in  caseTf 
emergency,  but  ,0  have  to  explain  my  Fatherland  was  once 
a  gt-eat  powerful  countty,  now  U  is  shatterred  into  eight  and 

Baltic  and  the  North  Sea  break  upon  our  shore.,  and  no 
German  flag  commands  the  cus.omary  saluu,  surely  the  hue 
of  sham    will  mount  into  our  cheeks. "  /     =  nue 
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When  resources  were  available,  It  was  certain  th  . 
effort    would   be   mide       A  -^      J.  *'''**  ^" 

"c   m.iae.     A  considerab  e  Navv  of  tu^ 

•l.e  wholeXavy  of  Germany  wa!  ru  Jou.  ,L  '  "'' 
•o  begin  again.  1,  can  hardly  be  sl^L  I  "'""""'' 
proposed  in  ,B.  f,„vy  taw,  is  i„  e.c'^  !,  t^  '""  '' 

of  a  first  class  power.  "  '««^  of  the  requirements 
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